Report on National Human Rights Day Programme

Our college Human Rights Committee organized National Webinar on Evolution
of Human Rights on the occasion of International Human Rights Day on 10%
December 2020. Smt. Deepu.P, Principal, rendered welcome speech and said that
human rights are essential for us and without human rights it’s very difficult to

survive, because we are valuable human beings in the society.

In this Programme keynote speaker Dr. B.S Reddy, Professor, Alliance University,
delivered a lecture on “Evolution of Human Rights”. He said, Human rights are
rights inherent to all human beings, regardless of our nationality, residence, sex,
sexual orientation and gender identity, national or ethnic origin, color, religion,
language or any other status. We are all equally entitled to our human rights
without discrimination. The origins of Human Rights are ideally pinpointed to the
year 539 BC. When the troops of Cyrus the Great conquered Babylon. Cyrus freed
the slaves, declared that all people had the right to choose their own religion, and
established racial equality. These and other principles were recorded on a baked-
clay cylinder known as the Cyrus Cylinder, whose provisions served as inspiration
for the first four Articles of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

Another cornerstone in Human Rights History is represented by the promulgation

of the Magna Charta in 1215 which introduced a raw concept of “Rule of Law”



and the basic idea of defined rights and liberties to all persons, which offers
protection from arbitrary prosecution and incarceration. Before the Magna Charta,
the rule of law, now considered as a key principle for good governance in any
modern democratic society, was perceived as a divine justice, solely distributed by
the monarch or the king or, in this case, King John of England.

An evolution of the concepts expressed by the Magna Carta is represented by
the English Bill of Rights. It was an act signed into law in 1689 by William 11 and
Mary I, who became co-rulers in England after the overthrow of King James II.
The bill outlined specific constitutional and civil rights and ultimately gave
Parliament power over the monarchy. Many experts regard the English Bill of
Rights as the primary law that set the stage for a constitutional monarchy in
England. It’s also credited as being an inspiration for the U.S. Bill of Rights
(1791).

The Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen, adopted in 1789,
by France’s National Assembly , represents one of the basic charters of human
liberties, containing the principles that inspired the French Revolution.

The basic value introduced by the Declaration was that all “men are born and
remain free and equal in rights”, which were specified as the rights of liberty,
private property, the inviolability of the person, and resistance to oppression. All
citizens were equal before the law and were to have the right to participate in
legislation directly or indirectly; no one was to be arrested without a judicial order.
Freedom of religion and freedom of speech were safeguarded within the bounds of
public “order” and “law”. Private property was given the status of an inviolable
right, which could be taken by the state only if an indemnity were given and
offices and positions were opened to all citizens.

He said The influence of the UDHR has been substantial and together with
the International Covenants on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and on Civil
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and Political Rights it constitutes the so defined “International Bill of Rights” that
lays down the obligations of Governments to act in certain ways or to refrain from
specific acts, in order to promote and protect human rights and fundamental
freedoms of individuals or groups.

Concluding his speech the resource person said fortunately, it is nowadays clear
that what human dignity means, how to protect and promote it, is a concept that,
albeit rooted within the principles of the UDHR, is in constant evolution in
accordance with the new necessities. There is a need for a comprehensive
response and whilst the international community is still discussing about 4th
generation rights it is my belief that there will be room, in the future, for the fifth
and, hopefully, for further generations of Human Rights.

A vote of thanks was proposed by Prof. Boregowda S.B., Coordinator, Human

Rights Committee.



