SHESHADRI IYER ROAD, MYSURU

A Brief Report Of special Lecture ov “A Discussion ov the Status of
PDisabilities”

On 08-08-2023 a special Lecture has been organized on “a discussion on the
status of persons with Disabilities”. In the beginning of the programme Sri H.S
Shivakumara, Coordinator of Legal Aid and Legal literacy, welcomed the guest
and In this occasion Mr. S Babu Khan, MSc..M.Phil. in psychology, Deputy
Director, the Association of People with Disability (APD), India has
participated and spoke on Disabled status in Karnataka and what are the benefits
are available to this class of people either from government or from non-
governmental Organizations. in his speech he emphasised on

General Entitlements

. Persons with disabilities are eligible for income tax deduction under Section
80U. Deduction of Rs. 50,000 is provided to those with disability in the
range of 40 per cent to 80 per cent. Deduction of Rs. 1,00,000 is provided to
those with more than 80 per cent disability.

. Legal guardians of dependant persons with disabilities are eligible for
income tax deduction under section 80DD for expenditures incurred on
medical care, training and rehabilitation expenses or annuity paid. Deduction
of Rs. 50,000 can be claimed for dependents with 40 per cent to 80 per cent
disability and Rs. 1,00,000 can be claimed for dependants with 80 per cent
or more disabilities.

3. Persons with disabilities are exempted from payment of professional tax.

Education

1. Scheme of National Scholarship for Persons with Disabilities — Scholarship
is awarded for pursuing post matric / professional / technical courses of
duration more than one year. For students with autism / cerebral palsy /
mental retardation / multiple disabilities the scholarship is provided from
Class 9 onwards. Advertisements are placed in all national dailies and on the
MSIJE website in the month of June. Applicants are eligible if they have
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disability above 40 per cent and the total family income does not exceed Rs.
15,000 per month.

. Fees up to Rs. 10,000 are reimbursed every year. Financial assistance is
provided for procuring computer with editing software for students with
visual impairment / hearing impairment pursueing graduate / post graduate
professional courses and support access software for students with cerebral
palsy.

. Students with disabilities are provided three per cent reservation in seats in
government and government aided educational institutes.

. Comprehensive Education Scheme for Disabled Children — The scheme
provides for accessible and barrier free built-in infrastructure and transport
facilities, supply of books, uniforms and stationery, specialised learning aids
and scholarships for students with disabilities. Other provisions in the
scheme include exemption from mathematics and pictoral questions for
visually impaired students, use of scribes / readers for students with visual
impairment / orthopaedic disabilities / learning disabilities, extra time in
examinations for disabled students, exemption from third language and
modification of curriculum to facilitate inclusive education.

. Inclusive Education for the Disabled at Secondary Stage (IEDSS) — This
scheme supports children with disabilities aged 14 or above for completing
their secondary education from Class 9 to Class 12 in government, local
body and government aided schools. The scheme provides for identification
of children with disabilities moving from elementary school to secondary
and providing them with aids and appliances for their disabilities, access to
learning material, transport facilities, hostel facilities, scholarships, books,
assistive technologies and provision of scribes and readers.

. Rajiv Gandhi Fellowship scheme — This scheme provides scholarships to
persons with disabilities to pursue higher education such as M Phil / Ph D.
The scheme offers 200 fellowships every year and covers all the universities
and institutions covered by the University Grants Commission. All students
with disabilities admitted to M. Phil / Ph. D programmes of any university or
academic institution are eligible to receive the fellowship provided they meet
the requirements of the scheme. The fellowship will be awarded for a
maximum of five years.

Employment

. The government has reserved three per cent posts in Groups A, B, C and
Group D positions in government services, public sector banks and
government undertakings for persons with disabilities. The reservations are
provided as:

Category Reservation




Visually Impaired One Per cent
Hearing Impaired One Per cent
Physically disabled One Per cent

. The National Handicapped Finance and Development Corporation provides
loans to persons with disabilities for self-employment. The details of the
schemes are given as under:

For setting up small business in service / trading sector — loan of Rs.
3,00,000 (Three lakh)

For setting up small business in sales / trading sector — Rs. 5,00,000 (five
lakh)

For agriculture / allied activities — Loan of up to Rs. 10,00,000 (ten lakh)
Purchase of vehicle for commercial hiring — Loan of Rs. 10,00,000 (ten
lakh)

For setting up small industries unit — Loan of Rs. 25,00,000 (25 lakh)

For professionally educated / trained persons with disabilities for self-
employment — Rs. 25,00,000 (25 lakh)

For building business premises on own land for employment — Rs.
3,00,000 (three lakh)

The business for which financial assistance is sought should be directly
operated by the applicant. In case of persons with autism, cerebral palsy or

mental retardation, the parent / spouse / legal guardian of the applicant is
authorised to enter into contract with NHFDC on behalf of the applicant.
Applicant should fulfil the following eligibility criteria:

Should have disability of minimum 40 percent
Should be an Indian citizen

Should have required professional / technical qualification for the business
undertaken

Loans should be repaid by a maximum of 10 years.

Social Security, Health, Rehabilitation and Recreation

. The Indira Gandhi National Disability Pension Scheme: This was inserted as
a component of the National Social Assistance Programme on 17th
February, 2009 by the Secretary, Ministry for Rural Development. Under
IGNDPS, central assistance of Rs. 300 p.m. per beneficiary is provided to
persons with severe or multiple disabilities in the age group of 18-79 years
and belonging to a household living BPL as per criteria prescribed by
Government of India. This scheme has been implemented in 8 districts of
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Manipur and a total of Rs 13.4 lakhs has been received by the State
Government for this scheme in 2010-11.

. Composite Regional Centres for Persons with Disabilities (CRCs): Due to
lack of adequate facilities for rehabilitation of Persons with Disabilities, the
Ministry has set up multiple Composite Regional Centres for Persons with
Disabilities at Srinagar, Sundernagar (Himachal Pradesh), Lucknow, Bhopal,
Kozhikode, Ahmedabad (No. 6-9/2009-NIs) and Guwabhati to provide both
preventive and promotional aspects of rehabilitation like education, health,
employment and vocational training, research and manpower development,
rehabilitation for persons with disabilities etc.

. District Disability Rehabilitation Centres (DDRCs): The Ministry with
active support of State Governments is facilitating setting up District
Disability Rehabilitation Centres (DDRCs) to provide rehabilitation services
to persons with disabilities. Centres are being set up in unreached and
unserved districts of the country in a phased manner. These centres are to
provide services for prevention and early detection, referral for medical
intervention and surgical correction, fitment of artificial aids and appliances,
therapeutical services such as physiotherapy, occupational and speech
therapy, provision of training for acquisition of skills through vocational
training, job placement in local industries etc. at district headquarters as well
as through camp approach.

. Assistance to Disabled Persons for Purchase /Fitting of Aids and Appliances
(ADIP Scheme): The main objective of the scheme is to assist needy persons
with disabilities in procuring durable sophisticated and scientifically
manufactured, modern, standard aids and appliances that can promote their
physical, social and psychological rehabilitation by reducing the effects of
disabilities and enhance their economic potential. Aids and appliances which
do not cost less than Rs. 50 and not more than Rs. 6,000 are covered under
the scheme. Further travelling cost would be admissible and limited to a bus
fare in the ordinary class or railway by second class sleeper subject to a limit
of Rs. 250 for the beneficiary irrespective of the number of visits to a
medical centre.

. Public Sector Banks: Under the ‘Scheme for Public Sector Banks for
Orphanages, Women’s Homes and Physically Handicapped Persons’, the
benefits of the differential rate of interest are available to physically
handicapped persons as well as institutions working for the welfare of the
handicapped. Rate of interest will be uniformly charged at 4% per annum
keeping in view the social objectives. Under the scheme of Financing Small
Scale Industries, a special provision has been made in the rate of interest for
the physically handicapped person (0.5% concession) for availing capital
limit up to Rs.2,00,000/-.

. The National Handicapped Finance and Development Corporation
(NHFDC): This corporation has been set up by the Ministry of Social Justice
& Empowerment, Government of India on 24th January 1997. The company
is registered under Section 25 of the Companies Act, 1956 as a Company not
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for profit. It is wholly owned by Government of India and has an authorised
share capital of Rs. 400 crores (Rupees Four Hundred Crore only). The
NHFDC functions as an Apex institution for channelising the funds to
persons with disabilities through the State Channelising Agencies (SCAs)
nominated by the State Government(s). The schemes include loans for
setting up small business in service/trading/industrial units, for higher
studies/professional training, for manufacturing /production of assistive
devices for disabled persons, for agricultural activities, for self employment
amongst persons with mental retardation, Cerebral Palsy and Autism.

. Deendayal Disabled Rehabilitation Scheme (DDRS): Replaced the earlier
‘Scheme to Promote Voluntary Action for Persons with Disabilities’ on
01.04.2009. Under this scheme financial assistance is provided through
NGOs for various projects for providing education, vocational training and
rehabilitation of persons with disabilities. It is a scheme to promote
voluntary action for persons with disabilities. The maximum level of support
could be up to 90% of the eligible amount of grant for the project. During
the 10th Five Year Plan grant-in-aid to the extent of Rs. 335.4 cr. was
released to NGOs under the revised DDRS.

. Indira Awaas Yojana: It is a centrally sponsored housing scheme for
providing dwelling units free of cost to the rural poor living below the
poverty line at a unit cost of Rs. 20,000 in plain areas and Rs. 22, 000 in the
hill/difficult areas. Three percent of its funds are reserved for the benefit of
disabled persons living below the poverty line in rural areas.[3]

. Scheme of National Awards for the Empowerment of Persons with
Disabilities: In order to recognise their effort and encourage others to strive
to achieve excellence in this field, separate awards are being presented to the
most efficient/outstanding employees with disabilities, best employers, best
placement agency/officer, outstanding individuals, outstanding institutions,
role models, outstanding creative disabled individuals and for outstanding
technological innovation and adaptation of innovation to provide cost
effective technology. Awards are also given to Government Sector, Public
Sector Undertakings and private enterprises for creating barrier free
environment for the persons with disabilities, the best district in the field of
disability rehabilitation, best Local Level Committee of the National Trust
and to the best State Channelising Agency (SCA) of the National
Handicapped Finance and Development Corporation (NHFDC). Preference
is given to the placement of women with disabilities, particularly, from the
rural areas and self-employed women.

10.Trust Fund for the Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities: The Supreme
Court in its order dated 16th April, 2004 in the Civil Appeals No.4655 and
5218 of 2000 had directed that the banks, who had collected an estimated
excess amount of Rs.723.79 crores annually from the borrowers through
rounding off in collection of interest tax, should transfer it to a trust which
would be used for welfare of persons with disabilities. The Court had
constituted a Committee under the chairmanship of Comptroller and Auditor
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General of India with Finance Secretary and Law Secretary as members. The
Ministry had sought directions of the Apex court for transfer of these funds
to the National Trust for Welfare of persons with Autism, Cerebral Palsy,
Mental Retardation and Multiple Disabilities for purposeful utilization. The
Supreme Court is yet to take a view on the request of the Ministry but in the
meantime the trust has been set up and the banks have been advised by the
Banking Division of the Ministry of Finance to deposit the due amount in
the Trust account.

11.Technology Development Projects in Mission Mode: With a view to provide
suitable and cost effective aids and appliances through the application of
technology and to increase their employment opportunities and integration in
society of the physically disabled, the above scheme was started during
1990-91. Under the scheme, suitable R&D projects are identified and funded
for developing aids and appliances. The scheme is implemented through the
IITs. Educational Institutes, Research Agencies and Voluntary Organisations
etc. Financial assistance is provided on 100% basis. The four Technical
Advisory Groups monitor the selection of the projects and also their progress
at different stages in areas of disabilities, namely, Orthopaedic (including
Cerebral Palsy), Visual, Speech and Hearing and Mental. All the projects
those are recommended by the respective Technical Advisory Groups placed
before the Apex Level Committee headed by Secretary, Ministry of Social
Justice and Empowerment.

At the end the programme has been concluded by vote of thanks by Sri. H.S

Shivakumara, Coordinator Legal Aid and Literacy Cell.

Sri H.S Shivakumara, Cordinator of Legal Aid and Legal Literacy welcomed
the guest.



Sri. S. Babu khan explains about the Schemes available to disabled people.




Sri. H.S Shivakumara proposes the vote of thanks to guest.

H.S Shivakumara, Dr. P. Deepu.
Coordinator, Principal.

Legal Aid and Legal Literacy Cell,
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